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�Letter to Sainsbury’s  Board members 

You will be aware of the controversy surrounding the proposed Sainsbury’s local store in White Hart Lane, Barnes. 
However, you may not be aware of the strength of continuing opposition to the development, nor of the              
understanding reached in August 2007 between Justin King and local MP, Susan Kramer, Conservative candidate 
Zac Goldsmith and members of the White Hart Action Group. 

We believed this understanding was entered into in good faith by all parties. Justin King’s rejection of ****’s offer 
for the White Hart Lane lease is therefore as surprising as it is disappointing, and   will no doubt  be of considerable 
interest to the national media.   

You may wish to consider the following facts: 

There has been strong opposition to the development in White Hart Lane from the outset.  

Opposition intensified when it became known that the  4,000sq ft of available retail space would be        
occupied by a single Sainsbury’s convenience store.  

In a postal ballot of households in the store’s catchment area (approximately half a mile’s walking distance) 
an overwhelming 85.6% voted against the opening of  a Sainsbury’s local. The turn out was higher than 
in the last general election. 

A meeting was subsequently held with Justin King and colleagues at your headquarters in Holborn. The 
outcome of the meeting is in the public domain. 

At the close of this meeting, Justin King stated that Sainsbury’s would consider ‘any commercially viable 
proposition’.  

We understand that the Board has been informed of an offer for the lease made by ***** in January 2008. The offer 
met the full rental cost plus a £30,000 premium. We believe this offer was fair and commercially viable. As you 
may know, Sainsbury’s response was to require £250/sq foot in key money. In effect £1m -the price at which the 
entire site was sold a few years ago.  

You should be aware that at no point in our exchanges with Justin King has there been any suggestion of a 
£1million key money payment. Given the context and continuing local hostility to the proposed store, we believe 
that the projections on which this premium has been calculated are highly questionable.  

Justin King remarked at our meeting  that ‘Sainsbury’s would never wish to be in the situation it is in, in Barnes’. 
We have worked hard to help Sainsbury’s get out of this situation and as part of this strategy, we have kept a low 
profile since the August meeting. The WHAG has no argument with Sainsbury’s in particular, or supermarkets in 
general and there is no desire for flag waving or ‘victory marches’ if a solution can be found. The offer from **** 
is still on the table and if you decide to reconsider its commercial viability we would be happy to close down the 
campaign without further comment.  
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