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Sainsbury's giant carrot washer, and the           

rejected royal roots  

How the mass market for 'local' produce sidelined a leading organic farmer and the Prince of Wales  
Felicity Lawrence 

Tuesday June 26, 2007 
The Guardian   

They were unfortunate suppliers to sack: Prince Charles's Highgrove farm and the head of the leading organic food and farming 
charity, but Sainsbury's did it anyway, and without notice. And while it was about it, it fined the director of the Soil Association, 
Patrick Holden, £3,380 plus VAT through his account manager, for delivering a load of carrots that its quality control system   

rejected. The saga of Mr Holden's vegetables and the rejected royal roots involves thousands of food miles, tonnes of carbon 
emissions, enormous waste and a giant washing machine, designed to wash and polish carrots so that "when displayed on the 
supermarket shelf, even weeks after washing, they still look like wet, fresh carrots". According to Mr Holden, who has spoken ex-
clusively to the Guardian, it is a saga that shows that the supermarkets' current structures cannot deliver sustainable food, what-
ever they may claim. Sainsbury's says its customers and quality are the final arbiters. �

  Opposition speaks out for choice After the wave of strong opposition, supporters for a controversial Sainsbury’s in Barnes are 
beginning to emerge. The group, headed by 57-year-old Reuben Lall, say they are speaking up for the elderly and the not-so-wealthy in the 
area, who would welcome a new shop for groceries. They stand opposite the now well-known White Hart Action Group (WHAG), whose high 
profile campaign  has been supported by the likes of Sir Tim Rice and Richard E Grant. The result of its referendum last month showed an 
overwhelming opposition to the store, which has already been granted planning permission. But according to Mr Lall, there is also a strong 
base of support for the store. He said: “There are a lot of people living round here and when we lost the Safeways in the Upper Richmond 
Road, we lost a lot of choice. My concern is for everybody in this area. If you can’t afford a £3m house you might have a different way of 
looking at things. Richmond Housing Partnership have a lot of properties in Barnes, so not everyone can afford to shop at expensive shops. 
Whatever concerns people in Barnes might feel about this store, they should also respect the elderly. A shop on White Hart Lane and the com-
fort of being able to buy the goods without a trek would be good.” Mr Lall has already started a petition and will be canvassing for signatures 
at Richmond Housing Partnership’s fun day....in Twickenham’s Marble Hill Park. He commented on the WHAG, saying: “I think it is ridicu-
lous — they are being totally self- centred. They should sit down and look at why they are doing this and pay some respect to the people who 
cannot afford to live the way they do. There are others to think about.” 

<����:%���$��������������	������+�

Sainsbury's bid faces opposition of unions, family 
and pension trustees  
By Karen Attwood  
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